Meeting Minutes 
July 16, 2018

Purpose:

1. Keep trails open for all non-motorized recreational users (Hikers, equestrians, mountain bikes).

2. Foster good communication between all trail user groups/stakeholders.

3. Promote use/stewardship of multi-use trails.

1.  Board Update:  Meeting was held July 1.  It was decided to start a FaceBook page for the organization.  Welcome to Maryanne Vancio, our new SDTA Board member.  Also thank you to Diane Carter, Cyndi Denny, Sandy Jones, Martin Jorgensen, Julie Klein, 
Vicki Krauss, Maryanne Vancio, and Lisa Wood.

2.  Otay Ranch.  Meg Diss, San Diego County Parks gave an update, and Maryanne agreed to provide a letter to Melanie supporting trails in that area.

3.  Miscellaneous Countywide Issues:  Marty Jorgensen discussed Diane Jacob’s Trail Advisory Committee, which focused mostly on progress with Old Survey 97.  Cyndi Denny discussed the importance of safety, and a report of possible safety issue in Crestridge.  Lisa Wood provided an overview of the MSCP.  Julie Klein described recent meetings

4. Highway 67 Tunnel.   Jim Hagey described efforts by the City of Poway to improve safety and provide connections by means of a tunnel under highway 67.  Poway is seeking a CalTrans Alternative Transportation Program grant.  Lisa Wood agreed to write a letter supporting trail connections in that area.

5.  Sycuan/Dehesa/Sloan Canyon.  Maryanne provided an update, which again involves application of a ATP grant from CalTrans.  Cyndi Denny agreed to write a letter supporting trails in that area.  

6.  Orosco Ridge.  Marty described the two letters that were drafted by SDTA, approved by the Board, and submitted.  Martin Jorgensen has spoken with Forest Service staff involved in the project and was told that all the multi-use trails on the project would be required to be constructed and maintained to current national Forest Service standards and an agreement would need to be signed stating that SDMBA would be responsible for maintaining the trails forever. The responses to the Forest Service scoping letter- all 615 of them- are currently available for public review.  The U.S. Forest Service currently is proceeding with planning of the project as a NEPA “level 2” project, which they refer to as a “decision memo”.  This is a simpler process than the full NEPA process, which would require a greater environmental review.  Some environmental groups are protesting the Forest Service decision, saying a full NEPA process should be required. The Forest Service was presented with the support letter SDTA provided SDMBA for the project, but SDTA continues to voice their concerns about safety, staging and parking and request another comment period or public meeting once more details about the project are known.

Kevin Loomis explained why the letters were not helpful, and explained that a partnership with SDTA would be problematic given this issue.  Various board members expressed concern and agreed to discuss the matter at the next board meeting.

7.  Martin Jorgensen gave other backcountry updates:  Boulder Oaks (USFS)- No changes.  Campground renovation scheduled for 2020.  Indian Flats (USFS Palomar)- no changes.  Campground still closed, water and erosion issues from the recent fire.  Anza Borrego/Lower Willows.  Coyote Canyon closed for the summer and reopens October 1st. SDTA and BCHC-SD working with State Parks to establish a reroute for the Lower Willows Trail.  Alex Stehl (State Parks Trails Program Manager) is working with us to set up meetings with the Anza-Borrego staff to hopefully get the trail open.  BCHC-SD will be working with State Parks to do the actual reroute once it’s approved.  Laguna Mountain- no changes.  BCHC-SD is continuing the conversation with the Forest Service about a future equestrian group camp.

Cuyamaca- Green Valley Equestrian Camp is currently closed for bathroom renovation.  BCHC-SD continues to advocate for improvements to the campsites at Green Valley and improved trail access.  Coast to Crest, Trans County, California Coastal, Pacific Crest, California Riding and Hiking, and San Diego River Trails- no news at this time.  Martin will be working with Maryanne Vancio to get updated on these trail systems and will provide future updates.

8.  Club calendars were reported
